
STILL UNDECIDED? 

Browse our range of porcelain and sandstone or get in touch 
to discuss your options. 

www.caledonianstone.com

Versatile appearance with wide 
range of colours, sizes and styles, 

including larger formats.  

Ideal for creating a rustic, natural 
or traditional effect. Riven surfaces 

particularly pleasing to look at. 

Flexural strength of 55N/mm2. Tile 
of 20mm has greater strength 

than a 60mm natural stone tile. 

Hard enough for domestic patios 
and – if thick – driveways and 

commercial projects. 

Smooth surface making 
it suitable for public 

areas, furniture, biking.

Most sandstones have riven 
surfaces (though we do 
offer a smooth one too). 

Create contemporary indoor/
outdoor living space with 
matching indoor items.

Not generally used on indoor 
projects. Can be done, though, 

if very well sealed.

Tends to be more expensive 
than sandstone, but an 

investment well worth making.

A cheaper option, but given 
large installation costs worth 

long term cost.

Very strong at 20mm, making it 
lightweight good for roof terraces 

– safe to install.

Extra thickness required for 
commercial projects, making it 

harder to install.

Water absorption rate of 
0.04%, making moss and 

algae growth unlikely.

Water absorption rates are typically 
quite high – making it more likely to 

grow moss and algae.

Resistant to severe weather 
conditions, and does not 

fade over time.

Frost resistant, though does 
react to weather and change 

shade over time.

Slip resistance rating of higher 
than 36PSV.

Most sandstones also have 
a high slip resistance. 

Highly resistant to acid, chemicals, 
salts, oils, fertilisers and plant 

treatment products. No sealant needed.

Susceptible to damage by 
foreign substances if not 
sealed every few years.

A power wash or cleaning 
chemical is usually very effective.

Easy to clean with mild detergent 
and jet wash.

Easy to cut to size, generally 
standard and traditional 

techniques are used.

Laid using standard 
techniques, so no 

specialists required.

  

PORCELAIN VS SANDSTONE PAVING: 
WE WEIGH UP THE PROS AND CONS

Torn between sandstone and porcelain on your next paving project? 

From aesthetics to slip resistance and strength to durability, we assess 
the advantages and disadvantages of both paving products to help 

narrow down your choice.

PORCELAIN SANDSTONE


